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(skin), eyes, tongue and nose (with reference to sabda
(sound), sparsa (touch), rupa (colour), rasa (taste) and
gandha (smell). Vedanta Desika observes that this
statement of Parasara represents the popular view, since
according to the Nyayatattva of Nathamuni serpents can
hear through their eyes alone.140

The following fragment (27) points out that when
a flame of lamp is burning continuously one can notice,
on a very minute observation that there is in fact a very
subtle difference between one flame and another flame
on one and the same wick.

The   discussion   as   understood   from   the
Nyayasiddbanjana is concerning the momentariness
(ksamkatva} of a flame burning on a wick. The flame
that is produced by one molecule of oil and a bit of
the wick differs from the flame produced by another
molecule of oil and a bit of the wick, still one does
not cognise the difference between them because of their
identical forms. Even if one tries to recognise them as
one {pratyabhijna} it is fallacious, being based on bhrama.
The Tattvaratnakara says that even in such a case, on
a close observation one can still notice a flame ending
up and giving rise to a fresh flame. This is similar to
the observation of subtle streams of water distinguishable
in a river and the like.

Fragment 28 begins with a reference to tamas which
is said to bind the beings when they prove unfaithful
to Hari, and which is said to release them when they
surrender to Him. So an investigation into its nature is
quite relevant. The knowledge that tamas binds persons
will lead to a subsequent effort to get released from
it. Many wise men entertain different views regarding
the nature, origination and the means of knowing tamas.